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^-H  MOTTO 
Learn  to  do  by  doing. 


^-H  PLEDGE 

I  pledge 

My  HEAD  to  clearer  thinking. 

My  HEART  to  greater  loyalty. 

My  HANDS  to  larger  service. 

My  HEALTH  to  better  living. 

For  my  club,  my  corrmunity  and  my  country 


^-H  GRACE 

(Tune  of  Auld  Lang  Syne) 

We  thank  thee.  Lord,  for  blessings  great 
On  this,  our  own  fair  land. 
Teach  us  to  serve  thee  joyfully. 
With  head,  heart,  health  and  hand. 


If  any  portion  of  this  manual   is  used  for  another 
publication,  credit  must  be  given  to  4-H  Branch 
Alberta  Agriculture. 
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OBJECTIVES  OF  PHEASANT  PROGRAM 

1.  To  give  4-H  members  and  their  families  a  better  under- 
standing and  appreciation  of  wildlife  and  the  needs  of 
wi Idl ife. 

2.  To  encourage  the  retention  and  development  of  wildlife 
habitat  particularly  on  private  land. 

3.  To  provide  enjoyment  for  present  and  future  4-H  members 
and  thei  r  fami 1 ies. 


After  the  pheasant  project  is  over  and  your  record  book  is  complete, 
mai 1   it  to: 

4-H  Pheasant  Project 
Brooks  Wildlife  Centre 
P.O.  Bag  1540 
BROOKS,  Alberta    TO J  OJO 

Your  pheasant  books  are  to  be  turned  in  by  November  15,  1983.    All  report 
books  received  by  then  are  judged  in  the  provincial  Pheasant  Report  Book 
Contest.    A  small  prize  is  awarded  for  first,  second,  and  third.  Winners 
are  notified  on  or  before  January  30,  1986. 

After  your  report  book  is  received  and  judged,  a  special  ^+-1-1  pheasant 
badge  is  issued  to  you  when  your  book  is  returned.    Only  4-H'ers  who  send  in 
their  record  book  receive  a  crest,  as  your  project  is  not  considered 
completed  until  we  receive  your  book.     For  our  4-H'ers  who  have  been  in  the 
project  for  three  or  more  years,  there  is  a  special  crest  in  recognition  of 
your  involvement,  providing  you  send  in  your  record  book. 
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4-H  PHEASANT  RECORD  BOOK 


MEMBER'S  NAME  YEAR 

ADDRESS   

AGE    BIRTHDATE   

NAME  OF  PARENT  OR  GUARDIAN   

NAME  OF  CLUB  

NAME  OF  CLUB  LEADER   

mAE  OF  PROJECT  LEADER  

NAME  OF  4-H  REGION  

NO.  OF  YEARS  IN  4-H    NO.  OF  YEARS  IN  PROJECT 
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RECORDS  AND  RECORD  KEEPING 


PURPOSE  OF  RECORD  KEEPING 

1.  record  of  Infoririv^t  ion 

2.  record  of  work  done 

3.  learning  how  to  keep  records 
^.  record  of  club  activities 

5.      record  of  achievement 

WHAT  IS  ENTAILED  IN  A  GOOD  RECORD  BOOK? 

1.  Compl eteness— If  any  part  of  a  record  book  is  not  finished,   it  detracts 
from  the  rest. 

2.  Accuracy — Weigh  feed  accurately  and  keep  an  accurate  account  of  the 
costs  involved  to  give  your  calculations  meaning. 

3.  Pictures  and  1 1 1 ust rat  ions — Add  originality  and  interest  to  the 
records.    At  the  Achievement  or  Visitors*  Day,  have  a  picture 

of  your  pheasants  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  the  project  and  a  picture 
of  the  project  members  and  leaders  in  your  record  book. 

4.  News  Section — This  should  Include  a  record  of  4-H  activities  at  local, 
provincial,  national  and  international   levels.    4-H  News  should  be 
collected  throughout  the  year.    When  an  item  is  clipped  from  the  paper, 
the  date  and  name  of  the  paper  should  be  v/ritten  onto  the  clipping. 

5.  Neatness — Neatness  is  important  in  completing  your  record  book. 
However,   it  is  understood  that  the  record  book  is  completed  throughout 
the  entire  project  and  not  just  the  day  before  the  Achievement  or 
Visitors'  Day. 

SCORING 

Your  record  book  is  scored  on  a  number  of  categories  including: 

Percentage  of  Score 


1.  Maintenance  of  Records.  20% 

2.  Pictures  required  and  explanations.  20% 

3.  Raising  Success.  10% 

4.  Special  reports  and  additional  project  work.  10% 

5.  4-H  Pheasant  Project  Report  30% 

6.  Pheasant  Survival  Test  5% 

7.  Special  Merit  5% 


V/hen  completing  your  book,  be  sure  to  read  the  portion  of  your 
record  book,  "What  is  entailed  in  a  Good  Book". 
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PHEASANT  BEHAVIOR  RECORD 

In  this  section^  record  the  behavior  of  your  pheasants  on  a  daily  basis 
for  the  first  two  weeks.    After  that^  a  weekly  sumnary  nicely  describes  your 
project's  development.    Activities  you  should  record  while  watching  your 
pheasants  are  the  bird's  first  flight,  first  crowing  by  males,  first  signs 
of  colour  on  the  roosters;  anything  of  this  nature  should  be  recorded  in  this 
section.    Also,  record  the  progress  of  the  birds  by  noting  their  growth, 
feeding  and  watering  habits  and  how  they  adapt  to  their  pen.    Record  any 
injuries  or  sickness  and  note  the  sick  or  injured  bird's  condition  as  well  as 
behavior  of  the  other  pheasants  towards  the  sick  one.     Please  record  anything 
interesting  you  notice  about  the  pheasants  as  they  develop  and  even  after 
release  such  as  return  of  the  pheasants  to  the  pen  or  yard. 


DATE 

AGE  OF  BIRDS 

BEHAVIOR 

PROBLEMS 

Day  1 

Day  2 



I 

Day  3 

:  f 

Day  4 

Day  5 

;                      Day  6 

 , 

!                      Day  7 

i 

Day  8 

!                      Day  9  [ 

Day  10  : 

1                      Day  11  j 

i 

1 

Day  12 

Day  13 

Day  14 

Week  3 

Week  ^■ 
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PHEASANT  BEHAVIOR  RECORD 
CONTINUED 


DATE 

AGE  OF  BIRDS 

BEHAVIOR 

PROBLEMS 

Week  5 

Week  6 

Week  7 

Week  8 

Week  9 

Week  10 

Week  11 

PHEASANT  BEHAVIOR  RECORD 
CONTINUED 


DATE 

AGE  OF  BIRDS 

BEHAVIOR 

PROBLEMS 

Week  12 

Week  13 

Week  14 

Week  15 

Week  16 

Week  17 

Week  18 
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MORTALITY  RECORD 


DATE 

NO.  DIED 

CAUSE  Or  rlORTALITY 
(Describe  condition  of  bird  or  Injury") 

"  Use  this  space  to  draw  a  diagram  of  vyhere  the  dead  bird  or  birds  were  in  the 
pen  or  brooder,   if  you  had  a  complex  problem. 
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FEED  RECORD 


1.      How  long  did  your  starter  last? 


2.  When  did  you  begin  to  mix  the  starter  and  the  grower? 
  How  old  were  the  pheasant  chicks? 

3.  How  long  did  your  grovyer  last?   


4.  V/hen  did  you  begin  to  mix  grower  with  cracked  grain? 
  How  old  were  the  pheasant  chicks?   

5.  What  type  of  grainCs)  did  you  try?   


6.  If  you  tried  more  than  one  type,  which  type  of  grain  did  the  pheasants 

prefer?   

Which  type  did  the  pheasants  not  eat?   

7.  Did  you  have  any  problems  with  the  feed?   


Did  you  have  any  problems  switching  from  the  grower  to  the  natural 
grainCs)?    Did  the  pheasants  eat  the  nevj  grains  right  away? 


8.      If  there  was  a  problem  with  feed,  how  did  it  affect  the  bird  (droppings, 
health,  etc.)?  
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ACHIEVEMENT  DAY 


(or  Visitors'  Day) 


Since  a  typical  4-H  Acini evement  Day  is  not  suitable  for  pheasants  (tliey 
do  not  do  well  being  transported  in  cages),  we  suggest  a  Visitors'  Day. 
This  involves  the  4-H  Pheasant  Club  touring  each  pheasant  member's  farm. 
Each  participant  is  encouraged  to  give  a  short  tall<  on  his  pheasant 
experience.    You  may  want  to  include  such  topics  as  changes  noticed  in  birds' 
behavior,  how  to  prevent  mortality,   information  on  predators,  new  tips 
learned,  etc. 

The  following  space  is  provided  for  your  observations  and  reactions  to 
your  Visitors'  Day.    You  may  write  up  your  Achievement  Day  here,  use 
pictures,  or  both. 
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PICTURES 


PHEASANTS  AT  BEGINNING  OF  PROJECT  PHEASANTS  AT  END  OF  PROJECT 


PICTURES  OF  CLUB  MEMBERS  AND  LEADERS  OR  4-H  CLUB  ACTIVITY  DURING  THE  PROJECT. 


-  9  - 


PICTURES 

PHEASArJT  FACILITY 


Briefly  describe  the  Improvements  that  you  can  see  in  the  pictureCs). 

PHEASANT  HABITAT  SURROUNDING  FARM 


If  you  have  made  any  changes  to  the  habitat  surrounding  your  farm  to  help 
the  pheasants,  please  describe  briefly.     (Use  additional  paper  if  necessary. 
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PICTURES 

Pages  11  and  12  are  for  additional  pictures  should  you  need  the  space. 
(Briefly  describe  the  contents  of  each  picture.) 
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PICTURES 


€ 


f 
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RECORD  OF  PROJECT  MEETINGS 


P  ro j  ect  Meet  i  ng 
Date 

Material  covered  about  project 

You  put  this  new  know- 
ledge to  use  by: 
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SPECIAL  ACTIVITIES  PARTICIPATED  IN 


Field  Days^  Rallies,  Fairs,  etc. 


DATE 

KIND  OF  ACTIVITY 

YOU  TOOK  PART  BY : 
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4-H  PHEASANT  PROJECT  EVALUATION 


Please  answer  questions  on  the  following  pages  as  accurately  as 
possible.    Then,  return  this  report  book  by  November  15,  1985  to: 

^-H  Pheasant  Project 
Brooks  Wildlife  Centre 
Bag  1540 

BROOKS,  Alberta    TO J  OJO 
Phone:  362-4122 
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1.  Date  pheasant  chicks  were  received?   

2.  Number  of  pheasant  chicks  received?   

3.  Condition  of  pheasant  chicks  when  first  placed  under  brooder? 


4.      Vihat  type  of  pen  was  used  to  rear  the  pheasants?    (Check  one.) 

a)  Closed  pen  (completely  enclosed  in  wire)   

b)  Open  pen  (major  portion  of  pen  open-topped)   

c)  If  you  used  a  closed  pen: 

i)      When  did  you  release  the  birds?   

i  i )    At  what  age?  "  

iii)  Do  you  feel  that  this  pen  was  good  for  the  birds?  _ 


d)      If  you  used  an  open-topped  pen: 

i)  At  what  age  did  the  first  bird  fly  out?  

ii)  At  what  age  did  most  of  the  birds  fly  out?   

iii)  Did  the  birds  stay  close  to  the  pen?   

iv)  Are  the  birds  using  the  pen  as  a  feeding  area?   

v)  Have  birds  used  the  pen  as  a  winter  feeding  site?   

vi)  Do  you  feel  that  this  pen  is  good  for  the  birds?   

5 .  Mortal i ty  rate: 

a)  How  many  birds  died?   

b)  If  you  were  able  to  distinguish  sex,  how  many  hens  died?   

How  many  roosters  died?   

6.  Total  number  of  birds  released?  

7.  If  you  were  able  to  distinguish  sex,  how  many  hens  were  released? 
 ;  how  many  roosters?   
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8.      What  do  you  think  v/ill  happen  to  your  pheasants  after  they  have  been 
rel eased? 


9.      V/hat  do  you  think  is  the  most  important  factors  or  things  to  insure 
pheasants  survive  on  your  land? 


10.     From  your  Pheasant  Project,  can  you  relate  any  information  that  you  have 
learned  to  other  wildlife  in  your  area? 
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11.     The  diagram  shows  a  farmyard  on  a  section  of  land.     Hovj  would  you 

develop  this  land,  with  all  your  crops,  pasture  land,  and  hay  fields 
so  pheasants  could  live  on  this  land  year-round?    Draw  in  all  your 
various  fields  and  all  cover  for  pheasants. 


If  you  developed  your  land  for  pheasants,  how  would  this  benefit  other 
wildl ife? 


How  would  this  be  of  benefit  to  the  farm?  How  would  this  be  harmful 
to  the  farm?       
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12.    What  did  you  like  most  about  this  project? 


13.    What  did  you  like  1  east  about  this  project?    How  can  we  improve  the 
project?  


14.    Did  you  discover  any  new  pheasant  raising  ideas  that  should  be  shared 
with  other  i+-H'ers?   
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THE  PHEASAT^IT  QUIZ 


1  mark 


True  or  False  (circle  one) 


The  inale  pheasant  helps  the  female  to  incubate  and  raise  the 
young  chicks. 


2  marks      2.      The  pheasants 


1  mark 

1  mark 

1  mark 

2  marks 
1  mark 

1  mark 

1  mark 

2  marks 


and 


feathers 


4. 
5. 

6. 
7. 

8. 
9. 


must  be  clipped  to  prevent  them  from  escaping  the  open- 
topped  pen. 


Food, 


and  water  are  three  primary  elements 


necessary  in  maintaining  a  pheasant  population. 

At    days  old,  chicks  are  capable  of  short  flights 

True  or  False  (circle  one) 

Predators  such  as  a  hawk  or  an  owl  may  be  short  if  he  is 
killing  your  pheasants. 

Feather  picking  may  be  caused  by   or  by 

  in  the  pen. 

True  or  False  (circle  one) 

Farm  crops  continue  to  be  an  important  food  source  in  the 
winter  for  the  pheasants. 

For  the  first  week  of  age,  the  young  pheasant  chicks  need  to 
1  ive  in  a  temperature  of   °F. 


True  or  False  (circle  one) 
Pheasants  may  often  scrounge  a  meal  with  domestic  livestock, 
10.    Under  what  ci rcunstances,  may  a  chick  be  released  early? 


Score  11-13  =  Cock  of  the  walk,  you'll  be  around  for  next  year's  breeding 
season. 

Score  9-11    =  You  may  be  able  to  outsmart  the  hunter  and  predator  but  you 
are  not  the  cock  of  the  walk. 

Score  7-9      =  Better  be  alert. 

Score  0-6      =  Live  life  to  it's  fullest  while  you  have  the  chance. 


9>|Did  Aipeg   (qi)     i  (g)     'd^^G  (8)     1  (Z)     Jsago  jood  '  6u  i  pMOj  dj  9ao  (9) 

J   (^)     sAep  I   (iy)     jaAOQ   {£)     Ajepuooas   'AjeiuMd  (z)     J   (I)  :sy3MSNV 
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